
  

 

 

Press Release 
Glashütte, July 2024 
 
 

"When Time Came Home" 
An updated and expanded edition of Walter Lange's biography 
 
 
Walter Lange, founder of Lange Uhren GmbH, would have celebrated his 100th birthday on 29 
July 2024. To mark his birthday, a new edition of his biography is being published by Econ-
Verlag. In his memoirs, he retraces his life, which was closely connected to the history of the 
manufacture with which his great-grandfather Ferdinand Adolph Lange laid the foundations for 
Saxon precision watchmaking in Glashütte in 1845. After his family was expropriated almost a 
century later in 1948, Walter Lange fled to West Germany and A. Lange & Söhne was nearly 
forgotten. But when the fall of the Berlin Wall and the reunification of Germany presented him 
with the historic opportunity to bring the brand back to life in his former hometown, he did not 
hesitate. The 66-year-old retiree's vision at the time was to "build the best watches in the world 
once again", and that, according to Walter Lange, "was only possible at this historic site." 

 

With the enthusiastic support of his business partner 
Günter Blümlein, the trained watchmaker, who died on 17 
January 2017 at the age of 92, succeeded in reviving the 
legend of the historic brand after it was forced to stop 
business over 40 years prior. 
 
In his memoirs, first published in 2004, Walter Lange 
describes the most important stages of his eventful life 
across three chapters: from his sheltered childhood in 
Glashütte and Dresden to his apprenticeship as a 
watchmaker in Karlstein an der Thaya in Austria, his 
traumatic war experiences on the Eastern Front, the 
expropriation of the family-owned business and his 
escape to West Germany. Finally, he describes the 
exciting new beginnings that followed in Glashütte after 
1990, which brought the historic brand back to the top of 
international precision watchmaking. 
 Published by Econ-Verlag, the updated 

biography is based on the 2004 edition. It has 
been extensively enriched to include the later 
years of Walter Lange's career up to after his 
death, with accounts from his colleagues, 
memories and pictures. 
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Walter Lange never gave up hope that he would one day return to Glashütte. Here are some pictures from different 
phases of his life. 
 
"When Time Came Home" depicts the life of a home-loving cosmopolitan who, despite his 
displacement, held on to his vision with great perseverance until it became a reality: the revival 
of A. Lange & Söhne. His biography also provides an impressive portrait of the character of a 
man who met the greats of his time in business, politics and society, yet always remained 
humble. He treated everyone with respect and care and as equals. As a member of the Lange 
dynasty, he still influences the business' corporate culture and is a powerful role model. Walter 
Lange's memoirs read like a gripping novel and bring modern history to life. 
 
The new edition has been extended to include a foreword by Lange CEO Wilhelm Schmid and 
an extensive fourth chapter in which author Gisbert L. Brunner recounts the life of Walter Lange 
from 2004 onwards. This internationally respected trade journalist, industry expert and watch 
collector had known Walter Lange since 1976 and met with him regularly, especially from 1990 
onwards. After all, the revival of A. Lange & Söhne led to many encounters over the years, 
during which the two watch enthusiasts passionately discussed the past, present and future of 
precision watchmaking. 
 
Brunner focuses in particular on Walter Lange's entrepreneurial legacy and his commitment to 
watchmaking training and the town of Glashütte. Walter Lange's unwavering determination and 
keen optimism inspired other manufacturers to settle in the Müglitz Valley, making Glashütte the 
centre of German precision watchmaking once again. But Walter Lange wanted one thing 
above all: to bring jobs back to Glashütte. He received many honours for his development work, 
including honorary citizenship of the town of Glashütte in 1995, the Saxon Order of Merit in 
1998 and finally, the Federal Cross of Merit; 1st Class in 2015. 
 
In addition to the accounts of employees, the new edition of his biography also includes the 
memories of Lange CEO Wilhelm Schmid, who describes Walter Lange as the "beating heart of 
our manufacture", in which his spirit can still be felt today. Benjamin Lange, Walter Lange's son, 
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also talks about his father. A glossary containing technical and specialised terms and an index 
of persons have also been added. A new cover and an additional picture section illustrating the 
fourth chapter complete the new edition. 
 
"The best way to honour Walter Lange and his life's achievements is to keep his memory alive," 
emphasises Schmid. "The new edition of his biography makes a valuable contribution to this, 
and its importance will continue to grow over time. After all, one of our key objectives is to 
preserve our historical heritage, to which our company founder made a significant contribution, 
and to carry it into the future. With this in mind, I am delighted that the last chapter of Walter 
Lange's life is being honoured and made accessible on his 100th birthday." 
 

 

***** 
 

About A. Lange & Söhne 
Dresden watchmaker Ferdinand Adolph Lange laid the foundations for Saxony’s precision watchmaking industry when 
he established his manufacture in 1845. His precious pocket watches remain highly coveted among collectors all over 
the world. The company was expropriated after World War II, and the name A. Lange & Söhne nearly vanished. In 
1990, Ferdinand Adolph Lange’s great-grandson, Walter Lange, had the courage to relaunch the brand. Today, Lange 
crafts only a few thousand wristwatches per year, predominantly in gold or platinum. They are equipped exclusively with 
movements made in-house that are elaborately finished and assembled twice by hand. With 72 manufacture calibres 
developed since 1990, A. Lange & Söhne has secured a top-tier position in the world of watchmaking. Its greatest 
achievements include the LANGE 1, the first regularly produced wristwatch with an outsize date, and the ZEITWERK, 
with its precisely jumping numerals. Extraordinary complications such as the ZEITWERK MINUTE REPEATER, the 
TRIPLE SPLIT and the GRAND COMPLICATION presented in 2013, the most complicated model to date, represent 
what the manufacture always strives for: to drive the traditional art of watchmaking to ever-new heights. Launched in 
2019, the sporty-elegant ODYSSEUS marked the beginning of a new chapter for A. Lange & Söhne. 
 
Press enquiries 
Arnd Einhorn, Head of Global Corporate Communications & Product PR 
Tel.: +49 (0) 35053 440 | Email: presse@lange-soehne.com 
 
Online information 
alange-soehne.com | facebook.com/langesoehne | youtube.com/user/alangesoehne  
instagram.com/alangesoehne | #alangesoehne | #walterlange 
 
Asset download 
press.alange-soehne.com 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



